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PURPOSE OF THE FIRST READING
The purpose of the first reading is to read the script for fun and to discover the “flavor” of the play.  Here you will discover the “world” of the play, the characters and their relationships. Enjoy it as you learn the environment in which they live under.
PLOT

1. Plot Summary.  Give a brief 2-3 sentence overview of the play. Be sure to include the main characters, what they want, who they want it from and the conflict.

2. Give a summary of the action for each scene per act. If your play does not have scenes and acts, then divide the play up yourself by action.  When the action changes, label it “unit 1”  then “unit 2” etc.

CHARACTERS

List the names of the characters, their age and occupation

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


GIVEN CIRCUMSTANCES

As you read the script, underline the GIVIEN CIRCUMSTANCES, in the dialogue in GREEN. Record all the information from the script, citing quotes and page numbers. Do not be brief. This information will help you in determining your Production Concept later.
1.  Date:  (time of day, month, year) ex: “Good morning, dad. Boy is it hot!”   - Underline this line and label it in the margin for time (morning) and month (June/july/aug)

2.  Geographical Location:  (exact place, season, climate) ex: “Go to the grocery store honey and pick up some milk and bread.  Don’t forget your coat.  The snow is coming down really hard. Vermont is cold this time year!”  - Underline grocery store and Vermont for place and snow for season/climate – winter.

3.  Economic Environment:  (class level, state of wealth/poverty)  Ex:  “Boy, Im tired of your laziness, therefor you are fired!”  - denotes the character is a boss and above the other in status/level.  “I will take you out on my yacht tomorrow for drinks and dinner.” – denotes wealth.

4.  Political Environment:  (specific relationships of the characters to the form of government under which they live)  Ex:  “Your father and I have been divorced for five years now.”  - underline for political – Divorce is a legal separation, with laws, rules and governing powers.

5.  Social Environment:  (the mores and social institutions, character relationships, behavioral patterns of the characters)  “Hello Mrs. Smith.”  - “Mrs.” denotes relationship;  “Let play hopscotch!” – denotes hobbies of character. 

6.  Religious Environment:  (values and beliefs of the characters)  Ex: “My God I hate this pie!” – takes GOD’s name in vain.  

