Musical Theatre

Singing Auditions

_____________________________________________________________________

HOW TO ACT A SONG

Singing your way through a song is BORING!!

Can tell with in 4 measures if you can sing or not

Takes longer to tell if you can ACT.

90% actors, who audition regularly - stand stiff through entire song with arms to side

10% actors - use their arms wildly or nod their head to the downbeat

What’s missing?  TIMING

SONG LYRIC





BALLADS

1 person (unless duet)





*song moves very slow

speak in 3/4 or 4/4 time




*so lyric falls behind the rhythm ofspeech


speak on pitch






*actor must create subtext (thoughts,feelings, 

lyric (poetic)







emotions and dialogue)

must act several beats in advance of what’s said

must also be clear with subtext  (song in show)
THE MONOLOGUE TECHNIQUE
WHAT ARE LYRICS?  

spaces between words

spaces between complete thoughts
.............  empty intervals of time.......... must fill dramatically

spaces between sentences

STEP ONE:  ANALYZE THE LYRICS AND CHARACTER

· Emotions must be strong

· character must be interesting

· Look to the lyrics within the script to define the song and character

· why the character says what he says

· what is the motivation of the character within the scene

· what is the dramatic element of the scene

· where does the action take place

· when is it happening (usually now)

· to whom is it being played to

If performed well = actor’s individual introspect

If not performed well = based on what others have done (heard and seen)

STEP TWO:  WRITE THE MONOLOGUE
Once you have determined the emotions of the lyrics and the character’s wants and needs, write a monologue.

Lyric Copy

Copy the lyric from the music into your own composition type notebook

Leave 2 blank lines before each line, sentence or complete thought

Subtext

· Fill in the additional dialogue and subtext in the 2 spaces provided in step two.

· Allows actor to play song more realistically

· playing himself (acting and moving in real life situation)

· Gives the actor originality..... it’s his thoughts

· When writing... do not write a monologue that sounds like it is a letter being read. 

· It must be a dramatic creation that causes physical and emotional responses that are visible 

on the actor.

· Make it alive and vibrant.

After you have finished the lyric copy and the subtext, rewrite the subtext into a monologue, separate of the lyrics.

STEP THREE:  ACT THE MONOLOGUE
· Take the subtext you have written and perform only those lines.  DO NOT SPEAK THE LYRIC.

· So, you should “indicate” while you are acting the lines of the monologue.  Act it out. Use gestures and movt.

· Do not be afraid to actually play the lines your are speaking.

HINT:  remember that the text of the monologue is going to disappear and you will be left only with the 


emotional and physical life of the monologue.  SO SHOW IT, DON’T JUST SPEAK IT.

STEP FOUR:  COMBINE THE LYRICS WITH THE MONOLOGUE
Now go back to STEP TWO, in which you originally wrote the monologue as the subtext between the lyrics.

Act out the monologue the same way, with the same actions, but this time when you come to a lyric, you have to “freeze” and just say the lyric without acting it.  The monologue has already provide you with the subtext that is to be acted.

STEP FIVE:  ACT THE SONG

Now remove the monologue.

Remembering the emotional intensity you created at each lyric, act the lyric.... act the song.....act the character
